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Good Morning.  I want to thank Pastor Gregg for allowing me to share this message with you today.  Earlier this year when I found he was going to be teaching through Mark, I approached him and boldly asked if he would allow me to teach on this text. This passage of scripture is a special one to me, and I was thankful he was willing to give me the green light to share with you. 

I, like many Christians who have been around the faith for a while have read and heard this text many times, but I fell in love with it a couple of years ago when one of my professors gave a quick, five-minute devotion on it before the start of our class.  In this simple devotion, he illuminated some truths about Jesus that I had not seen before and I found myself overwhelmed with the love of Jesus and I began to weep - right there in class - not very academic.  But hey, it’s seminary, right.   

Then about a year ago, in different course, this time on prayer, I was given a prayer assignment - yeah imagine that, being “assigned” to pray - anyway, I was assigned to read these miracles in Mark 4&5 on consecutive days.  So, day one was the calming of the storm, day two the casting out of the demons and then on day three these two miracles we will look at in a minute. 

I was assigned to read the passage out loud and then sit quietly for five minutes or so and imagine myself in the story, while listening for God.  I had to ask myself, where would I be in the story of Jesus calming the storm?  What about when Jesus casts out the legion of demons in the Gerasenes?  So, I had to do this three times - read the text, wait, imagine myself in the story, listen for God, repeat.

Actually, this is a powerful way to read scripture and I highly recommend it.  When I got to this particular text about Jesus healing this woman and raising this dead girl, God showed me something about myself that I found rather peculiar.  The place I saw myself, and thus, the truth God wanted me to see, was that I was in the crowd.  How anticlimactic!  But, we’ll come back to this little tidbit later.  

I love this passage because it contains some beautiful truths about Jesus and about us.  I am hoping to illuminate some of these truths for you today, but before we dig into these verses, I would like us to read aloud this whole passage to get our bearings in the narrative. And, to give you a break from listening to my voice for the next 20 minutes or so, I have asked my husband Dave to it read for us.  So grab your bibles or one from the table in the back and follow along. I am not using power points today and so you really want to have a bible in front of you.  Or, you can always share with your neighbor.  We’ll be reading from the NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION.
MARK 5:21-43 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

[bookmark: f]21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around Him; and He was by the sea.
22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw Him, fell at His feet
23 and begged Him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death.  Come and lay Your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.”
24 So He went with him.  And a large crowd followed Him and pressed in on Him.
25 Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years.
26 She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse.
27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind Him in the crowd and touched His cloak,
28 for she said, “If I but touch His clothes, I will be made well.”
29 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from Him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched My clothes?”
31 And His disciples said to Him, “You see the crowd pressing in on You; how can You say, “Who touched Me?’ “
32 He looked all around to see who had done it.
33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before Him, and told Him the whole truth.
34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
35 While He was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead.  Why trouble the teacher any further?”
[bookmark: g]36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”
37 He allowed no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.
38 When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, He saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
39 When He had entered, He said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep?  The child is not dead but sleeping.”
40 And they laughed at Him.  Then He put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with Him, and went in where the child was.
41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!”
42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age).  At this they were overcome with amazement.
43 He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
Before we study vv. 21-43, it’s important for us to see this story in the context of the two preceding passages.  Jesus calms the storm.  Jesus casts out demons and then Jesus heals the sick and raises the dead.  Many commentators point out that this is Mark’s way of showing us that Jesus is Lord of all. That he is God. The Messiah.  I agree with these scholars, but at the same time, I can see that in these last two miracles, Mark is trying to show us more than Jesus’ power as God.  I also see in these verses that Mark wants us to see Jesus heart.  

So, let’s start with “the woman.” Who is she and what do we learn about Jesus and ourselves from what Mark so carefully tells us about her?  Well, she had a problem.  She was bleeding.  Like - female bleeding in case you missed that.  Many translations call this “an issue of blood” to be nice.  No big deal, right.  In our day about 10% of women suffer from this kind of non-stop bleeding at some point in their lives.  So, we can presume this wasn’t all that unusual in her day either, but look at what she has gone through, she spent all she had to fix this problem.  Why?  

To really understand her desperation we need to go back to Leviticus 15 where we find out that when a woman was bleeding, she was considered unclean and must be kept separate from the community.  The Jewish purity laws, what was clean and unclean, were an incredibly important part of what it meant to be God’s holy, chosen people - so important that when one was deemed unclean they were separated from the community until the source of their uncleanliness subsided and they completed the various purity rituals.

In the case of an “issue of blood” the woman was to wait seven days after her bleeding stopped and then take two birds to the priest who would make sacrifices for her, one of which was considered a sin offering so that the priest could make atonement before the Lord for her unclean discharge.  (LEVITICUS 15:31) Her issue of blood was more or less considered sinful! 

In the case of this woman, she was not allowed to attend religious services and was separated from her husband or he would be deemed unclean too. We don’t know if she had children and Mark doesn’t seem to think that was important for us to know. But, he is very careful to show us that she was desperate and ashamed.  And, she had suffered from this condition for twelve years.  She was like a Leper in that day.  Except, she had no leper colony in which to live.  All indicators are that she was utterly alone in her suffering.   

In verse 26 Mark tells us that she had endured much under many physicians and had spent all she had on doctors.  What did these doctors do for her?  The ancient world didn’t have the understanding of hormonal cycles that we do.  The doctors couldn’t just prescribe a little estrogen or progesterone to control the bleeding.  So being the curious ex-healthcare practitioner that I am, I decided to investigate.  I found in Adam Clarke’s commentary (circa 1832) this quote from Rabbi Jochanan, a guy who lived somewhere in the 2ND-Century.  He gives us this description of what ancient Jewish doctors would have prescribed for an issue of blood.  Clark writes in old English so work with me.
  
“Take of gum Alexandria, of alum, and of crocus hortensis, the weight of a zuzee each; let them be bruised together, and given in wine to the woman that hath an issue of blood.

(So we take some flowers and crush them in wine.  Okay, I can see that.)

But if this fail, “Take of Persian onions nine logs, boil them in wine, and give it to her to drink: and say, Arise from thy flux!

(Which basically means, “Leave flow of blood.”)  

But should this fail, “Set her in a place where two ways meet, and let her hold a cup of wine in her hand; and let somebody come behind and affright her, and say, Arise from thy flux!

(Sounding like a Hogwarts lesson at this point.)

But should this do no good, “Take a handful of cummin and a handful of crocus, and a handful of faenu-greek; let these be boiled, and given her to drink, and say, Arise from thy flux!  But should this also fail, “Dig seven trenches, and burn in them some cuttings of vines not yet circumcised …

(Vines not yet four years old;)

… and let her take in her hand a cup of wine, and let her be led from this trench and set down over that one, and let her be removed from that one, and set down over another: and in each removal say unto her, “Arise from thy flux!!!”

(So we have this poor woman, holding a glass of wine moving over newly dug trenches with a Jewish doctor repeatedly saying, “leave flow of blood.”)

No wonder she was desperate!!!  This poor woman!  She was put through all these crazy ancient cures, spent all her money on them and is still ostracized from her community while she lives with the shame of thinking her blood flow is sinful!  After twelve years of this you would think she would have given up in a despondent depression.  But, no.  She has faith.

So, she gets up this one fine day, marches down to the seaside where she is not allowed to touch any one lest they also become unclean and she boldly approaches the garment of the One she knows will heal her.  She touches His clothes and it works. Can you imagine her joy as it says in v. 29 when she felt in her body that she was healed?

Now all she needs to do is slip out of the crowd, wait her seven days, go the priests with her birds and come up with some story for how she got healed that doesn’t entail breaking the law by being in a public place and touching a religious teacher.   Problem fixed! But, Jesus has something else in store.  He feels the power go out of Him and He wants answers. 

You know there is a little controversy about verse 30 among biblical scholars, some say Jesus knew who touched him, and others say that He didn’t actually know it in that moment. Either way, he was not going to just let this “drive-by” healing go unnoticed and when this desperate woman falls down before him and tells him the whole story, you can imagine the crowd gasping, “How dare she!  She is unclean and knows better.”  But, instead of affirming the religious law by chastising her in any way, Jesus says, “daughter…”  “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, be healed.”  He uses the term daughter to affirm her identity as a child of Abraham and to restore her to the Jewish community. 

She just wanted Jesus stop the bleeding - to cure her problem - and where the definition of the word “cure” basically means to fix the symptoms the word “heal” that Jesus uses, is so much more powerful and rich in meaning.  It means to become healthy again, to put right, to restore.  One of the definitions given in Webster’s dictionary is to,  “restore to original purity. “  Isn’t that beautiful!  He restores her to her original place in her Jewish community, and he does it right there in front of everybody on that beach - including the other important person in this passage, the religious leader, Jairus.  Ahhhh, now Mark’s plot really thickens.

So let’s talk about Jairus.  Well, as I studied this text - in the, methodical and color-coded manner that my wonderful and very thorough professor, Dr. Delamarter, taught met to study it.  (Hold up hard copy.)  I noticed something very interesting.  Mark uses this man’s, name, Jairus, only once.  But he refers to his profession, “a leader in the synagogue” four times in this fairly short passage.  It seems to me Mark doesn’t want us to miss who this man is in his community.  Why?  What’s so big about a leader in the synagogue?  

The Greek word for synagogue basically means meeting place.  What I have learned about synagogues is that they were meeting places for both religious and civic activities.  So, to be a leader in the synagogue was to be the religious leader in charge of making sure everyone was obedient to Torah, that is the Jewish law, as well as being one who would hear public disputes and render judgments on those matters too.

So, think of Gregg as the pastor, the mayor and the judge of Newberg and you start to get the idea.  This is a very influential man.  Even so, we can see in v. 23, that he is also desperate. Can you imagine this pastor, mayor, judge  - the most powerful man in his village - falling down before a guy on the beach and begging repeatedly, “Help me.  Help me.  Please, help me.”  And, in front of a crowd no less!  

He is desperate and very important so you would think Jesus would make a straight line to cure this guy’s daughter. But, instead of rushing to the scene of the sick girl, Jesus makes it a point to stop, investigate and restore this “unclean” woman to full fellowship in her community.  Jairus’s community.  Jesus could have fixed her problem and kept running to the home of this important leader.  But he didn’t. Why?  
Because invisible, marginalized people, like this woman, matter to Jesus and they should matter to important religious and civic leaders like Jairus and they should matter to us.  Let me tell you a story about a woman I know who came face to face with this truth and it changed her life.  

ILLUSTRATION … Several years ago, Amanda was a sophomore in college studying in a very affluent area of Spain.  She describes the community where she lived as one where white Spaniards would never leave the house without being dressed well and wearing their make-up.  (Not exactly Oregon huh?) Anyway, she was on the street of her perfect little community one day and she saw a man and a woman on the street yelling at each other.

Not being proficient in the culture, she watched from the other side of the street as the locals in this neighborhood simply walked by and ignored the scene. Amanda described the behavior of the man as being enraged at this women and she was disturbed about what to do as she watched the local’s just pass by as if the couple didn’t exist.

Finally, the scene escalated to a point where the man (and this is the gross part) hocks up a lump of phlegm (in my day we called this a loogie) and spits in her face.  Amanda was horrified and scared and amazed that others who saw this disgusting act, simply walked by as the woman finally cowered. Amanda didn’t know what to do, so she went home. She describes it as the hardest thing she had done in her young life.  No one would intervene and she felt so helpless.  

When she got back to her host family’s home she asked her host mother about this scene.  “Why wouldn’t anyone help?” Her host mother, a Christian woman, asked matter-of -factly, “Were they gypsies?”  Amanda replied yes. “Well there you go.  You should just the ignore gypsies.”

Amanda was horrified at her host mother’s response, but realized that every culture has its blind spots and this was a cultural blind spot in this part of Spain.  But it got her thinking, who are the people in my culture that are summarily ignored like these gypsies in Spain?
So, when she came back home to Portland, she started looking around her own community for the invisible “unclean” people and came to discern that prostitutes were the people God wanted her to see.

She realized, that in our culture we pretend they aren’t there, blame them for their situation in life and do nothing to help them. But, she also knew from passages like this one in Mark, and so many others in our sacred scripture, that these invisible people matter to Jesus. 

So, she and some friends got together and started a ministry called Scarlet Cord.  And now, a team of Scarlet Cord volunteers serves a dinner to prostitutes in North Portland every Friday evening.  The women of Scarlet Cord want to make sure that these “unclean” women who have been so abused by their families, the insatiable need for sex in our culture and by a church that simply looks the other way – will know that they are not invisible to Jesus. 

And, I believe that just like God wanted Amanda to see that horrible scene in Spain to wake her up to her ministry call. God wanted Jairus, the leader in the synagogue - the leader who was responsible for making sure bleeding women knew they were unclean – would see Jesus publicly affirm this woman’s worth, even at the expense of getting quickly to his dying daughter.

But, Jesus is so gracious to Jairus, even as the servants come to announce that they have taken too long to get to her and there is no longer any hope of recovery, Jesus affirms that all will be well.  He tells Jairus not to fear, but to believe.  Believe what?  She’s dead!  Believe in the One that this woman believed in.  Believe in the One who just proclaimed in verse 34 that it was her faith in Him that made her well.

This woman wanted her bleeding to stop and Jesus did stop it, but He did so much more when he restored her to her community.  Jairus just wants his daughter alive, but Jesus will once again do so much more by establishing his faith in the Messiah.  And, so, He follows this man to his home, and raises this girl from the dead.  He teaches Jairus about faith and compassion and answers his desperate prayer.  He shows Jairus the One who will fulfill the law and the prophets has come in the flesh.  

Interestingly, in verse 41 we see that in order to raise this little girl from the dead, Jesus takes her hand.  He touches her.  Okay, this is so ironic!  According to the Levitical law, touching a dead body would make Jesus unclean.  Yet, I can’t imagine that Jairus was concerned about purity laws at this moment.  No, I think Jairus was getting the message.

The old law was changing and this man, Jesus, the Christ, was ushering in a new way of obedience to God.  Obedience that was no longer based in following every minute detail of Torah, but a law of love and compassion, healing and restoration.  Jairus saw this on the beach and now he had his daughter to prove it.  Jesus is Lord and Jesus changes everything.  

Mark doesn’t tell us how Jairus or the woman lived their lives after this amazing day.  Here in Mark, Jesus tells everybody to keep it quiet, but we learn from Matthew’s account of this incident that the news spread throughout the area.  And, I love it that Mark takes one last stab at punctuating his point by making sure we know that this girl was twelve years old.

The same length of time that this woman had been dead to her community, this girl had been alive!  In a sense, two people were raised from the dead on this day.  It is as if Mark is saying don’t miss the point reader. Don’t miss the point.  Unclean people matter to Jesus.  Religious leaders gettin’ right matter to Jesus. 

But there is one more “character” if you will, in this story that I think we need to address. Remember that prayer exercise that I told you about earlier?  The one in which the Holy Spirit revealed to me that I was part of the crowd?  You know, the crowd, pushing in on Jesus as if He was a rock star.  The crowd who was watching the whole scene there on the beach.   When I finished that prayer exercise I had to ask myself, “What am I supposed to learn from this deep revelation, Lord?” What are we supposed to learn from the crowd?  Well, as I pondered this prayer experience and read a couple of commentaries on this passage, I realized that sometimes I come to church much like the crowd went to the beach that day – to get “glimpse” of Jesus.  I have to confess, there have been times that I can honestly say I have come here to throw myself down before the living God crying out in worship, “Heal me. Help me?”  

But all too often, I am here, more or less as a spectator, comfortable with the routine of worship, part of the crowd.  I enjoy the music and the message and seeing people I love, but all to rarely do I really believe I need to be healed, restored, redeemed.  Too rarely do I come to meet the living God.  I am cool with catching a glimpse.  And I have to wonder, is it because I only think I need Jesus when my own world is falling apart?  

The truth is, we live in an incredibly broken world and we exhibit our own unique brokenness everyday.  I have painful, broken relationships all over my family tree and yet I show up on this beach to see what Jesus might do in someone else’s life?  I come to church to hear a message, but often don’t believe that the message applies to me.  And, I don’t think I am alone in this. If you are here today to see what Jesus might do for someone else, listen up!  We are missing the point.

Like the woman in this passage, we are unclean!  Not because of some “issue of blood,” but in our thoughts and our dirty hearts.  We are dead!  Not in our flesh, but in our sins.  We are self-righteous religious leaders who pass judgment on others.  We think we have it all together and we can handle our lives just fine.  But, in reality, we are desperate for the healing love of Jesus.  Our relationships, our communities, our world need us to throw ourselves at Jesus feet and beg, “Heal us!  Restore us!  Redeem us!”

Our relationships, our communities, our world need us to follow His example and get into the business recognizing invisible, marginalized people. These passages in MARK 4-5 call us to see Jesus power and His heart. And, when we say we want to follow Jesus, we are encouraged just like Jairus not to fear, but to believe.  

Believe in the One who commands the wind and waves. Believe in the One who casts out all the demons we battle in this life. Believe in the One who heals, redeems, recovers and restores us to our former purity as we were created in the beginning before we screwed it all up with sin.  Believe in the One who is willing to touch us and in so doing, becomes as unclean as we are in our sins and brokenness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through His work on the Cross, He took our sickness, our shame, our sinful pride, ironically, by bleeding for us.  And, it is through this issue of blood that we are healed and made clean. Clean enough to one day stand before almighty God in heaven. Perfect.

NEXT SUNDAY, “PALM SUNDAY”, THE DAY JESUS RETURNED TO
JERUSALEM FOR THE PASSOVER AND FOR THE CROSS.  KARL DESOUZA
A MINISTER WITH THE WORLD-WIDE MINISTRY OF “JEWS FOR JESUS” WILL
LEAD US IN A PASSOVER WORSHIP GATHERING, EXPLAINING TO US HOW
AND WHY JESUS CHRIST IS THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, AND THE LORD AND SAVIOR OF THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES.

PASTOR GREGG WILL BE OUT OF TOWN THIS THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, SO 
THURSDAY MORNING DEVOTIONS WILL NOT BE HELD … BUT WILL BEGIN AGAIN, NEXT THURSDAY.


Brothers and sisters, I pray that we will not wait for a dramatic personal crisis to throw ourselves at Jesus feet.  I pray we will not be tempted to put our faith in a brush with his clothes in the hope that He will quietly fix our problems.  He will not let us skip by that easy.  No, He will call us before the crowd to heal our souls and restore us to our proper place as children of God - sons and daughters of God.  We have so many opportunities to come to this beach with more than a hope that we will get a glimpse of Jesus while we curiously watch Him do something profound in someone else’s life. When we humbly realize that we are desperate in our daily sin and brokenness.  When we daily kneel at His feet, knowing we have nowhere else to go, He will redeem us, reclaim us and restore us.  And, by His blood, we will truly be healed.  

Let’s pray…
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